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Contact:  
Míša Hejná (or Michaela Hejná) 
Office hours:  building 1481, room 328; by appointment (teaching weeks) 
Email:   misa.hejna@cc.au.dk 
 
Sten Vikner  
Office hours:  building 1481, room 330; Friday 14:15-15:15 (most weeks, but not all) 
Email:   sten.vikner@cc.au.dk 
 
If you cannot make these times to come and see us, please email to make an appointment (not 
the night before the ideal meeting time). 
 
Classroom sessions:   
Venue: Building 1481, room 224  
Time:  11:15-14:00, weeks 36-41, 44 
 
Week 43 is your library workshop week. You should be contacted by the library staff (Søren 
Elle). Get in touch with Míša and Sten if no one contacts you because of the library workshop. 
 
Course description: 
All languages are in a perpetual state of change and they vary internally along a range of 
parameters (including the age, gender and social class of their speakers). In this course, we will 
examine how native speakers of English use language, focusing on linguistic variation in the 
English-speaking world and on the factors (language-internal as well as language-external) that 
condition them. The course will guide students through some of the central issues in the study 
of language variation by exposing them to a number of case studies in the literature. In 
addition, students will learn about different methods by which variation data can be gathered 
and analysed, enabling them to carry out their own data investigation. 
 
Among the topics we hope to discuss are: 

● Dialects and regional variation 
● Standard and non-standard variation 
● Stylistic variation & colloquial aspects of standard English 
● Language change 

 
The following provide overall information on the course: 
in English (https://kursuskatalog.au.dk/en/course/93699/Bachelors-project-Types-of-
language-variation-in-English) 
in Danish (https://kursuskatalog.au.dk/da/course/93699/Bachelors-project-Types-language-
variation-in-English) 
 
The Danish version of the studieordning is the legally binding one. 
 
ECTS Workload 
This is a 15 ECTS course for which it is expected that each student work 450 hours (1 ECTS = 
30 hours). The workload is based on a combination of teaching session attendance and 
participation, preparing for class, and working on your final paper continuously as well as after 
the teaching sessions are over. 
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Assessment: 
The exam takes the form of a written take-home assignment on a topic of the student’s choice 
of 19-21 standard pages within a specified area of the subject. The topic and method used in 
the project assignment must be relevant to the content of the course and are subject to 
approval by the course instructor/supervisor. The title of the project is agreed on by the 
student and the instructor/supervisor. 
 
The Bachelor’s project must include a summary in English of between half a page and one full 
page. The summary is included as a factor in the overall assessment. 
 
 
1 standard page = 2,400 characters including spaces, excluding graphs, tables, diagrams, 
reference list, and appendix. Written submissions that do not comply with the length 
stipulations cannot be accepted for assessment. If your paper is too short or too long, it will not 
be accepted, but it will still count as an exam attempt. 
 
Your paper must use the Chicago Author-Date documentation system. You can consult the 
Chicago Manual of Style (17th edition, author-date system), www.chicagomanualofstyle.org, 
available online through the AU Library database list. Use Chapter 15 ‘Documentation II: 
Author-Date References’. The most common source types are exemplified in Section 15.9. 
 
It is very important to use proper citation. If you present parts of text or ideas produced by 
others in a way that it is possible for the examiner to think that they are yours, you may very 
well be guilty of plagiarism, which is a serious offence: 
http://studerende.au.dk/en/studies/subject-portals/arts/exams/exam-cheating/ 

 

Exam submission deadlines are very strict so make sure you submit on or before the deadline. 
Exam submission dates will be posted here: http://studerende.au.dk/en/studies/subject-
portals/arts/exams/exam-timetables/ 

 

More information can be found on BB under “Assessment” in the menu on the left. This 
information includes advice on writing and reading research papers. 
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WEEKLY PROGRAMME (WITH REQUIRED READING) 

WHEN SEMINAR ASSIGNED READING 
1  
 
6th Sep 
(W36) 
 
MH&SV 

Intro to this course & language 
variation and change (LVC): the 
aims and methods of the theory of 
LVC 

- general intro 
- theory of LVC 
- types of constraints 
- types of data & databases 

 

Trudgill (1999) 
Foulkes et al. (2010, especially pp. 

705-723) 
 

2 
 
13th Sep 
(W37) 
 
MH 

Vowels 
- vowel variation in PDE & 

dimensions of vowel variation 
(overview) 

- Intro to Praat – tutorial 
- Analysing vowels – tutorial & 

exercises 

Podesva et al. (2015) 
 
 

3 
 
20th Sep 
(W38) 
 
MH 

Consonants 
- consonantal variation in PDE 

(overview) 
- analysing variation in obstruents – 

tutorial & exercises 

Thomas (2016) 

4 
 
27th Sep 
(W39) 
 
MH 

Suprasegmentals 
- phonation variation (overview) 
- f0 variation – brief overview 
- creaky voice – tutorial & exercise 
- breathy voice – tutorial & exercise 

Podesva & Callier (2015) 
 

5 
 
4th Oct 
(W40) 
 
SV 

British-American differences in 
morphology and syntax 

- There’s going to be an exercise on 
how to search for variation in 
corpora 

Trudgill, Nevalainen & Wisher (2002) 
Tagliamonte & D'Arcy (2007) 

 

6 
 
11th Oct 
(W41) 
 
SV 

Differences within the British Isles 
in morphology and syntax: Irish 
English 
 

Filppula (2004) 
 
 

 
W42: autumn break 

 
7  
 
25th Oct 
(W43) 
 
Søren Elle 

Library workshop with Søren Elle 

Topic description due! 
By the end of the 24th 

 

8 
1st Nov 
(W44) 
 
 

Turning your topic description into 
a thesis statement: feedback & 
writing advice 
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8th Nov 
(W45) 
 
MH&SV 

Presenting your BA project ideas & 
outlines 
Oral presentations  

 

What to expect in the classes? 

1. We expect that you do at least the reading specified in the syllabus above. 
2. We will be working with databases and software. This means that you will have to bring 

your laptops. You will also need headsets for sessions focusing on sounds. 
3. For some sessions, questions guiding you through the reading will be made available to 

you in advance. Unless stated otherwise, we expect you to look at and reflect upon these 
before the relevant session.  

4. Your active participation is important – make sure to be prepared and to bring all the 
materials to the relevant sessions. 

5. Support one another and be collegial; we’re here to learn interesting and useful things 
from one another, and the friendlier the environment, the easier and the more fun this is 
going to be. 

6. The course and the examination is structured on the assumption that students know, 
understand and master the content of English Linguistics 1: Phonetics, phonology, 
morphology, semantics and syntax, as well as the content of English Linguistics 2: The 
history of the English language and advanced syntax. The course is based on the 
knowledge and skills acquired by students in the courses taught during the first three 
semesters, both in the linguistic disciplines as well as those in history and social 
conditions.
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There is no required course book: 

There is no required course book. Instead, we will be working with selected book 
chapters and journal papers. See the complete reference list below and the reading 
assigned to each week in the syllabus above. 

 

Reference list: 

Texts marked BB are available on Blackboard (because they are not available from 
AU Library in electronic form.  

All other texts available through AU Library (http://library.au.dk/), and you are 
expected to look them up yourselves. Looking these up yourselves will be good 
practice for your projects. 

 

BB Filppula, Markku. 2004. "Irish English: morphology and syntax". In A Handbook 
of Varieties of English, Vol. 2: Morphology, Syntax, edited by Bernd Kortmann 
and Edgar Schneider, 73-101. Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter.  

Foulkes, Paul, James M. Scobbie, and Dominic Watt. 2010. “Sociophonetics.” In 
The Handbook of Phonetic Sciences, edited by William J. Hardcastle, John Laver, 
and Fiona E. Gibbon, 703-54. Oxford: Blackwell Publishing Ltd. 

Podesva, Robert J., Annette D’Onofrio, Janneke van Hofwegen, and Seung Kying 
Kim. 2015. “Country ideology and the California Vowel Shift.” Language 
Variation and Change 27: 157-186. 

Podesva, Robert J., and Patrick Callier. 2015. “Voice quality and identity.” Annual 
Review of Applied Linguistics 35: 173-194. 

Tagliamonte, Sali, and Alexandra D’Arcy. 2007. "The modals of obligation/necessity 
in Canadian perspective." English World-Wide. 28 (1): 47-87. 

Thomas, Erik R. 2016. “Sociophonetics of consonantal variation.” Annual Review of 
Linguistics 2 (1): 95-113.  

BB Trudgill, Peter. 1999. "Standard English: what it isn't." In Standard English: the 
widening debate, edited by Tony Bex and Richard J. Watts, 117-28. London: 
Routledge. 

Trudgill, Peter, Terttu Nevalainen, and Ilse Wischer. 2002. "Dynamic have in North 
American and British Isles English." English Language and Linguistics 6 (1): 
1-15. 


