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Contact:  
Míša Hejná (or Michaela Hejná) 
Office hours:  building 1481, room 328; Thursdays 2-3pm (teaching weeks) 
Email:   misa.hejna@cc.au.dk 
 
Sten Vikner  
Office hours:  building 1481, room 330; Tuesday 11:30-12:30 
Email:   sten.vikner@cc.au.dk 
 
If you cannot make these times to come and see us, please email to make an appointment (not 
the night before the ideal meeting time). 
 
Classroom sessions:   
Six three-hour classroom sessions will take place in weeks 36-41, i.e. before the autumn break. 
After the autumn break, three two-hour sessions will take place in weeks 43, 45, and 47. Note 
that a two-hour library workshop will take place in week 44 (with Søren Elle). 
 
Venue: Building 1451, room 416  
Time:  8:15-11:00, weeks 36-41  9:15-11:00, weeks 44, 45 & 47 
 
Note a change of venue in week 43: 
Venue: Building 1481, room 264 
Time:  15:15-17:00 
 
Course description: 
Language has always been variable and is forever changing, and English dialects are not an 
exception to this observation. In this course, we will focus on the most recent changes 
happening in dialects of English in general, in contrast with more local changes limited to 
specific regions (Tyneside and Wales, for example) and groups of individuals. This will be done 
in the context of the issues we face when we study language change generally. Why does a 
change happen when and where it does; how does the change happen exactly and why; how 
exactly does the change spread within a community of speakers; what factors (can) affect the 
change; and do the speakers evaluate the change in any way? The course will guide the 
students through some of the central issues in language change and provide them with an 
overview of English dialects in the 20th and the 21st centuries. 
 
Amongst the topics we hope to discuss are 

o changes in consonants and vowels 
o changes in prosody 
o grammaticalisation and discourse markers (e.g., like, you know, stuff like that and what 

not) 
o syntactic and morphological changes (e.g., verbal inflectional morphology, negation, 

inversion, there-constructions) 
o factors which may affect language change 

 
The following provide overall information on the course  
in English (http://kursuskatalog.au.dk/en/course/73138) 
and Danish (http://kursuskatalog.au.dk/da/course/73138). 
 
The Danish version of the studieordning is the legally binding one. 
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ECTS Workload 
This is a 15 ECTS course for which it is expected that each student work 450 hours (1 ECTS = 
30 hours). The workload is based on a combination of teaching session attendance and 
participation, preparing for class, and working on your final paper continuously as well as after 
the teaching sessions are over. 
 
Assessment: 
The exam takes the form of a written take-home assignment on a topic of the student’s choice 
of 19-21 standard pages within a specified area of the subject. The topic and method used in 
the project assignment must be relevant to the content of the course and are subject to 
approval by the course instructor/supervisor. The title of the project is agreed on by the 
student and the instructor/supervisor. 
 
The Bachelor’s project must include a summary in English of between half a page and one full 
page. The summary is included as a factor in the overall assessment. 
 
 
1 standard page = 2,400 characters including spaces, excluding graphs, tables, diagrams, 
reference list, and appendix. Written submissions that do not comply with the length 
stipulations cannot be accepted for assessment. If your paper is too short or too long, it will not 
be accepted, but it will still count as an exam attempt. 
 
Your paper must use the Chicago Author-Date documentation system. You can consult the 
Chicago Manual of Style (16th edition, author-date system), www.chicagomanualofstyle.org, 
available online through the State and University Library database list. Use Chapter 15 
‘Documentation II: Author-Date References’. The most common source types are exemplified in 
Section 15.9. 
 
It is very important to use proper citation. If you present parts of text or ideas produced by 
others in a way that it is possible for the examiner to think that they are yours, you may very 
well be guilty of plagiarism, which is a serious offence: 
http://studerende.au.dk/en/studies/subject-portals/arts/exams/exam-cheating/ 

	

Exam submission deadlines are very strict so make sure you submit on or before the deadline. 
Exam submission dates will be posted here: http://studerende.au.dk/en/studies/subject-
portals/arts/exams/exam-timetables/ 

 

More information can be found on BB under “Assessment” in the menu on the left. This 
information includes advice on writing and reading research papers. 
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WEEKLY PROGRAMME (WITH REQUIRED READING) 

WHEN SEMINAR ASSIGNED READING 
1  
 
8th Sep 
(W36) 
 
MH&SV 

Intro to this course & language 
variation and change (LVC): the 
aims and methods of the theory of 
LVC 
 

DuBois & Horvath 1999 
Trudgill 1999 (which you already read 

for HEL) 

2 
 
15th Sep 
(W37) 
 
SV 

British-American differences: 
Clause structure and auxiliaries 
vs. main verbs	 Trudgill, Nevalainen & Wisher 2002 

Tagliamonte & D'Arcy 2007 

3 
 
22nd Sep 
(W38) 
 
SV 

Main verb be, auxiliary be, 
negation and contraction 

Tagliamonte & Smith 2002 

4 
 
29th Sep 
(W39) 
 
MH 

Discourse: focus on like and BE 
like 
 D’Arcy 2012 

5 
 
6th Oct 
(W40) 
 
MH 

Phonation: focus on creaky voice 
 

Shaw & Crocker 2015 
Grivičic & Nilep 2004 

6 
 
13th Oct 
(W41) 
 
MH 

Consonants: focus on 
glottalisation, glottalling, and pre-
aspiration 

Eddington & Channer 2010 
Docherty & Foulkes 1999 

Hejná & Scanlon 2015 
 

Topic description due! 

 
W42: autumn break 

 
7  
 
27th Oct 
(W43) 
 
MH&SV 

Turning your topic description into 
a thesis statement: feedback & 
writing advice 
 

 
 

3rd Nov 
(W44) 
 
Søren Elle 

Library workshop 

 

8 
 
10th Nov 
(W45) 
 

Presenting your data with Excel 

Highly recommended: 
Salkind (2004, chapters 1-4) 
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MH 
9 
 
24th Nov 
(W47) 
 
MH&SV 

Presenting your BA project ideas & 
outlines 
Oral presentations  

 

What to expect in the classes? 

1. We expect that you do at least the reading specified in the syllabus above – otherwise we 
will be wasting a lot of our time. Non-compulsory reading suggestions are clearly marked 
as such in this course book as well as on BB. The recommended (often follow-up) 
readings are provided every content week and are meant mainly for those thinking of 
doing a project within the specific topic/area of that week. 

2. We will be working with databases and software. This means that you will have to bring 
your laptops. You will also need headsets for sessions focusing on sounds. 

3. For most sessions, questions guiding you through the reading will be made available to 
you in advance. Unless stated otherwise, we expect you to look at and reflect upon these 
before the relevant session.  

4. Your active participation is important – make sure to be prepared and to bring all the 
materials to the relevant sessions. 

5. Support one another and be collegial; we’re here to learn interesting and useful things 
from one another, and the friendlier the environment, the easier and the more fun this is 
going to be. 

6. The course and the examination is structured on the assumption that students know, 
understand and master the content of English Linguistics 1: Phonetics, phonology, 
morphology, semantics and syntax, as well as the content of English Linguistics 2: The 
history of the English language and advanced syntax. The course is based on the 
knowledge and skills acquired by students in the courses taught during the first three 
semesters, both in the linguistic disciplines as well as those in history and social 
conditions. If you think your basic terms have gone to dust, see the list of terms we 
would like you to dust before we meet for the first session. These are posted on BB 
(“Materials (by week)” > “Terms to dust”). 
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There is no required course book: 

There is no required course book. Instead, we will be working with selected book 
chapters and journal papers. See the complete reference list below and the reading 
assigned to each week in the syllabus above. 

 

Reference list: 

All the other sources we will be using are available through the State and 
University Library (Statbiblioteket: http://library.au.dk/) and you are expected to 
look them up yourselves. Looking these up yourselves will be good practice for your 
projects. 

 

D’Arcy, Alexandra. 2012. “The diachrony of quotation: evidence from New Zealand 
English.” Language Variation and Change 24: 343-69. 

Docherty, Gerard, and Paul Foulkes. 1999. “Sociophonetic variation in ‘glottals’ in 
Newcastle English.” 14th International Congress of Phonetic Sciences, San 
Francisco: 1037-40. 

Dubois, Sylvie, and Barbara Horvath. 1999. “When the music changes, you change 
too: gender and language change in Cajun English.” Language Variation and 
Change 11 (3): 287-313. 

Eddington, David, and Caitlin Channer. 2010. “American English has go? a lo? Of 
glottal stops: social diffusion and linguistic motivation.” American Speech 85 (3): 
338-51. 

Grivičić, Tamara, and Chad Nilep. 2004. “When phonation matters: the use and 
function of yeah and creaky voice.” Colorado Research in Linguistics 17 (1), 
http://www.colorado.edu/ling/CRIL/Volume17_Issue1/paper_GRIVICIC_NILEP.
htm (accessed in August 9th, 2017). 

Hejná, Michaela, and Jane Scanlon. 2015. “New laryngeal allophony in Manchester 
English.” 18th International Congress of Phonetic Sciences, Glasgow. 

Salkind, Neil. J. 2017. Statistics for People who (Think they) Hate Statistics. 6th ed. 
London: Sage Publications. [older editions are good as well] 

Shaw, Francesca, and Victoria Crocker. 2015. “Creaky voice as a stylistic feature of 
young American female speech: an intraspeaker variation study of Scarlett 
Johansson.” Lifespans & Styles. Undergraduate Working Papers on Intraspeaker 
Variation 1 (3): 20-7. 

Tagliamonte, Sali, and Alexandra D’Arcy. 2007. "The modals of obligation/necessity 
in Canadian perspective." English World-Wide. 28 (1): 47-87. 

Tagliamonte, Sali, and Jennifer Smith. 2002. "'Either it isn't or it's not': NEG/AUX 
contraction in British dialects." English World-Wide 23 (2): 251-81. 
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Trudgill, Peter. 1999. "Standard English: what it isn't." In Standard English: the 
widening debate, edited by Tony Bex & Richard J. Watts, 117-28. London: 
Routledge. 

Trudgill, Peter, Terttu Nevalainen, and Ilse Wischer. 2002. "Dynamic have in North 
American and British Isles English." English Language and Linguistics 6 (1): 
1-15.  

 

Recommended reading: 

Aitchison, Jean. 2013. Language Change: Progress or Decay? 4th ed. Cambridge: 
CUP. [Generally recommended.] 

Clayton, Ian. 2017. “Preaspiration in Hebrides English.” Journal of the International 
Phonetic Association 47 (2): 155-81. 

Esposito, Lewis G. 2015. ‘I am a Perpetual Underdog’: Lady Gaga’s Use of Creaky 
Voice in the Construction of a Sincere Pop Star Persona. BA thesis, Swathmore 
College. Available at 
https://scholarship.tricolib.brynmawr.edu/handle/10066/17558. 

Gordeeva, Olga, and James Scobbie. 2013. “A phonetically versatile contrast: 
pulmonic and glottalic voicelessness in Scottish English obstruents and voice 
quality.” Journal of the International Phonetic Association 43(3): 249-71. 

Hay, Jennifer. 2011. “Statistical analysis.” In Sociophonetics: A Student’s Guide, 
edited by Mariana Di Paolo and Malcah Yaeger-Dror, 198-214. London & New 
York: Routledge. 

Hejná, Míša. 2016a. “Pre-aspiration: manual on acoustic analyses 1.1”. Manuscript 
released on LingBuzz, also available at 
https://misprdlina.files.wordpress.com/2012/10/hejna2016b.pdf. 

Hejná, Míša. 2016b. “Multiplicity of the acoustic correlates of the fortis-lenis 
contrast: plosives in Aberystwyth English.” Interspeech 2016, San Francisco: 
3147-51. 

Hudson, R.A. 1996. Sociolinguistics. 2nd ed. Cambridge: CUP. [Chapter 5 on 
quantitative analyses] 

Podesva, Robert J. 2007. “Phonation type as a stylistic variable: the use of falsetto 
in constructing a persona.” Journal of Sociolinguistics 11 (4): 478-504. 

Widlitzki, Bianca. 2016. “Talk talk, not just small talk. Exploring English contrastive 
focus reduplication with the help of corpora.” ICAME Journal 40: 119-42. 


